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"We are incredibly grateful to the many alumni, friends, community 

members, corporations and foundations who have invested generously in 

WSCUôs future," said Tom Burggraf, executive director of the Founda-

tion and WSCUôs vice president for institutional advancement.   

 He added that WSCUôs donors have made it possible for WSCU Foun-

dation to consistently lead our Colorado peers in private support, the 

recession hit many hard. "Their devotion never wavered; however, giv-

ing was affected over the last few years."    "As WSCU seizes the oppor-

tunities and faces the challenges of the future head-on, the soon-to-be 

universityôs devoted family of donors have come roaring back," he add-

ed. ñThey are standing with WSCU in unprecedented ways."   Read 

more... 
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WSCU is a leading generator of economic activity in 

the Gunnison Valley, and it is important for us and 

our students to support our local vendors and contrac-

tors,ò said WSCU President Jay Helman.  ñWeôre 

fortunate to have many outstanding, locally-based 

professionals whose work on our latest construction 

projects has made our vision of a modern, sustainable 

campus a reality.ò  Read more... 

"WSCU, along with ten other state institutions of higher education in Southern Colorado, have 

embarked on this exciting and innovative educational initiative that will positively impact high 

school students and their families, as they prepare for post-secondary academic careers," 

said  WSCUôs Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Patricia Manzanares-Gonzales. 

ñHigh school students will now have the unique opportunity to take online college-level courses 

while enrolled in high school."   Read more... 
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New things are happen-

ing on campus- come 

back and visit with Mad 

Jack (above) or take a 

Virtual Tour 
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Former Ultimate Fighting Championship interim 

champion and 1999 Western State Colorado Univer-

sity national wrestling champion Shane Carwin will be 

one of the two coaches for the 16th season of the 

Ultimate Fighter that will premiere in September. The 

announcement was made public in an exclusive inter-

view with USA Today this morning.  Read more... 
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Fans of TV sitcoms will 

see more of WSCU 

alumna Betsy Sodaro 

(B.A. communications/

theatre) this fall follow-

ing the announcement 

that the 2006 graduate 

will be cast as a regular on the new NBC comedy 

series ñAnimal Practice.ò  Read more... 
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